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SUBJECT: EC COMMISSION INTEREST IN EXCHANGING VIEWS WITH US 
OFFICIALS ON AFRICAN REGIONAL PROJECTS 

REF: (A) EC BRUSSELS A-501 (B) EC BRUSSELS 11830 

1 . EC COMMISSION CHIEF FOR WEST AFRICAN AFFAIRS, ROMANO LANTINI, 
TOLD MISSION OFFICER THAT BY MID-JANUARY THE EC WOULD ANNOUNCE 
ITS PROPOSALS FOR ABOUT 200 MILLION UNITS OF ACCOUNT ($225 
MILLION) OF REGIONAL PROJECTS FOR THE AFRICAN, PACIFIC AND CARIBBEAN 
(ACP) COUNTRIES. (SEE REF A.) LANTINI SAYS THE COMMISSION 

WOULD LIKE TO DISCUSS THESE PROJECTS WITH OTHER DONORS WHO 
MIGHT BE INTERESTED IN POSSIBLY CO-FIN AN CING ONE OR MORE OF 
THESE PROJECTS. LANTINI PLANS TO MAKE THESE PROPOSALS AVAILABLE 
TO US BY MID-JANUARY AND INVITES AN EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH 
APPROPRIATE US OFFICIALS IN LATE JANUARY REGARDING US PLANS FOR 
FINANCING REGIONAL PROJECTS, PARTICULARLY IN AFRICA, AND THE POS- 
SIBILITY OF JOINTLY PARTICIPATING IN SEVERAL PROJECTS. 

2. IN THIS REGARD, MISSION WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING COPIES 
OF AID'S 1977 CONGRESSIONAL SUBMISSION IN ORDER TO GIVE COM- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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MISSION AN OVERVIEW OF CURRENT US ACTIVITIES IN AFRICA. 

3. MISSION OFFICER ASKED LANTINI IF HE HAD ANY FURTHER VIEWS 
REGARDING AID S SUGGESTION THAT EC MIGHT PARTICIPATE IN CO- 
FINANCING OF SEMI-ARID FOOD GRAINS PROJECT (SAFGRAD). (SEE REF B.) 
LANTINI WAS NOT HOPEFUL, NOTING THAT THE EC PLANNED TO PROVIDE 
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FUNDS FOR SIMILAR ACTIVITIES ORGANIZED BY THE CLUB DES AMIS DU SAHEL 
AND THE SENGALESE GOVERNMENT. LANTINI EMPAHSIZES THAT EC FINANCING 
OF SAFGRAD COULD NOT BE CONSIDERED UNLESS ONE OR MORE ACP 
COUNTRIES REQUEST IT. IN ADDITION, HE BELIEVES MOST OF THE EC 
FUNDS FOR WEST AFRICAN REGIONAL ACTIVITES ARE COMMITTED. SHOULD 
AID CONTINUE TO SEEK EC CO-FINANCING OF SAFGRAD. AID OFFICIALS 
MIGHT CONSIDER STOPPING BY BRUSSELS TO DISCUSS FURTHER THIS 
PROJECT. 

4. MISSION WOULD LIKE TO SUGGEST THAT APPROPRIATE AID OFFICIALS 
MIGHT VISIT BURSSELS, PERHAPS AS A STOP OVER ON THEIR NEXT 
TRIP TO AFRICA, TO DISCUSS BOTH AFRICAN REGIONAL PROJECTS AND 
SAFGRAD IN LATE JANUARY OR EARLY FEBRUARY. HINTON 
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